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Msue aymaerca, M - DOCHeAHee NOKOJICHHES, KOTOPOe ellle BOCHPHHEMAET 2-10 MEpoBy® BoliHy, KaxK TO,
9eM OHA H Ona Ha caMOM fese, - BeqEvalimee GeAcTsHe B HCTOPHE 4YenoBedecTsa. M 3T0T cloM
IPOHECIONET KAK pas cefi7ac, KOrZia HCISSAlT NOCHeAHAe XHBHE CBEACTEIR: I BCeX NOKONeHHN mocue
HAaIIero 570 BoliHA yxe Gyzer mpocTo ¢axToM HCTOpEE, oxHOM B3 "BoME": 1-1 MEposas, 2-1 Maposas, 2-1
Banxancxas, Cronerass, Tpaanaraneraas, 2-1 ITyaadecxad. ... VB, HersGexXHAS TPareus HCICSHOBEHAS
Tparefue. BeTOH MOHYMEHTOB CIHBAETCH B KAKYIO-TO HEPASIHIHEMYI CEpyl MIJY, IPOTHBOPEIHBEIC
CBHACTENILCTBA - B ONMH CHEIIIE# mycTof XOMOK Bepcaii, mogo6GHO AypamxoMy HAYANY OYEPEeNHOTO
aHEXZIOTa: "BCTPEYAITCS KAK-TO Pas IPYSHH C eppeeM...". H MH yxe He SHaeM, O 9YeM IOBOPST 9TH
OIepeTOvYHEe NEPCOHAXH Ha (oHe yracaomell SK3aNbTAIMH NAMSTHEKOB: O XONOKOCTe, O XEpTBaX
CTAIEHCKEX pemnpeccaii, o Gurse 3a Kasxas? Mm OHH BCe JHINb AENAIOT BHA, 910 Gecexywor, maGul
HoAmepXAaTs yxonauryo HcTopH - IyCcTs XOTSh Taxoi HesaMEICHOBaTOM masToOMBEMOiL.

10 Jleitnepman




Translation | Yuri Leiderman

It seems to me that we are the last generation
that still perceives the Second World War as what
it really was—the greatest disaster in the history
of mankind. And this breakdown is taking place
now as the last living witnesses disappear. All
future generations will take this war as a plain
histarical fact, one of the Wars: the First World
War, the Second World War, the Second Balkan

War, the Hundred Years War, the Thirty Years' War,

the Second Punic War. Alas, this is the inevitable
tragedy of seeing tragedies disappear. And then
the conerate of monuments blends into a indis-
cernible gray mist, into a single hollow lump of
versions, as if the beginning of a silly Russian
joke about a meeting between a Georgian and a
Jew, the very mentioning of which makes every-
body laugh. And we no longer know what are they
talking about against a background of these mon-
uments fading away: whether it is Holocaust, vic-
tims of Stalin's repressions, or the battle for the
Caucasus. Or maybe they are only pretending they
are talking in order to support the departing
History, mere gestures in an amateur pantomime.
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